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University of Edinburgh

Royal (Dick) School of Veterinary Studies

Professional Doctorate in Veterinary Medicine (Residency) – Veterinary Ophthalmology

The University of Edinburgh invites applications from veterinary surgeons for a DVetMed (Residency) in Veterinary Ophthalmology, based at the Hospital for Small Animals (HfSA), Easter Bush campus. This full-time, four-year training position provides an exceptional opportunity to gain advanced clinical experience while simultaneously working towards two prestigious qualifications:

· A Doctorate in Veterinary Medicine (DVetMed) – a four-year programme (September 2026 – August 2030)
· The European College of Veterinary Ophthalmologists (ECVO) Diploma – a three-year programme (starting at the end of the 1st year of the DVetMed program, i.e. Summer 2027)

About the Role

As a resident, you will play a key role in the Veterinary Ophthalmology Service, working alongside a highly skilled team in both the Hospital for Small Animals and the Equine Hospital. Your training will encompass:

· Extensive hands-on clinical experience
· Structured didactic teaching and research
· A strong emphasis on self-directed learning

The ophthalmology team has expanded significantly in recent years and is internationally recognised for clinical excellence, research, and teaching. You will join an established residency programme with three other residents and work closely with dedicated veterinary nurses to deliver compassionate, high-quality patient care. Out-of-hours duties are shared on a rotating basis with fellow residents.

Candidate Requirements

We are seeking candidates with:

· A strong passion for veterinary ophthalmology
· The ability to work both independently and within a team
· At least two years of postgraduate clinical experience in general practice OR completion of a one-year rotating internship
· An interest in teaching and clinical research
· Excellent written and spoken English
· RCVS registration (or eligibility to register)

Additional advantages (not essential):

· Ophthalmology internship experience
· Certificate in Veterinary Ophthalmology
· Previous experiencing of publishing in a peer reviewed journal
· PhD

Programme Details

· Start date: September 2026
· Duration: 4 years (fixed-term), with annual progress reviews
· ECVO diploma training: Begins at the end of year 1 DVetMed (precise start date candidate dependant) 

This is an excellent opportunity for a highly motivated clinician to advance their expertise in veterinary ophthalmology within a world-leading institution.

The scholarship attracts an annual tax-free stipend of £29,600.00 and an additional allowance of £1,500 per annum available for approved travel, examination fees and CPD.  Postgraduate fees will be paid by the University of Edinburgh at UK level.

Any enquiries should be directed to Ben Blacklock, David Kayes, or Claudia Hartley (email: ben.blacklock@ed.ac.uk dkayes2@ed.ac.uk Claudia.hartley@ed.ac.uk telephone 0131 650 6247).

Applications should be made via the following online form:

https://www.star.euclid.ed.ac.uk/public/urd/sits.urd/run/siw_ipp_lgn.login?process=siw_ipp_app&code1=PTDVMVETMD1F&code2=0073

Please remember to indicate for which specialty you are making the application.  For any application related queries, please contact DVetMed@ed.ac.uk.

Closing date for applications:  31st March 2026

Please note that the online form will close automatically after the above date and no applications can be made beyond this date.

Committed to Equality and Diversity

The University of Edinburgh is a charitable body, registered in Scotland, with registration number SC005336
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