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Introduction and methods

What are the breeding objectives within DBX production

Dairy beef cross (DBX) production has become increasingly important
In the UK cattle industry, driven by the increased use of sexed semen
In dairy herds and the need to improve the economic value of dairy
calves (Berry 2021).

Specifically, this research investigates the production motivations,
oreeding objectives, farm decision making units and breed
oreferences that drive the UK DBX sector.
This work was completed as part of a systematic mixed methods
project. Firstly, the cattle tracing system database was analyzed
between 2010-2020, then 47 Semi structured interviews were
conducted (21 walking interviews 26 telephone interviews).

These interviews were with diary and beef farmers, Al technicians,

meat processors and industry stakeholders.
This information was then collated to provide an overarching

understanding of what is happening in the DBX sector and why
farmers are making these production decisions.
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Conclusion

This study reveals that DBX production involves navigating conflicting
breeding objectives and complex decision-making processes
Influenced by both open and integrated market systems.

The choice between open and integrated systems significantly
Influences decision-making and stakeholder roles (Crespi and
Saitone, 2018), as well as the breed selection.

The findings emphasise the need for greater collaboration and
communication across the dairy and beef supply chains to optimise
breeding strategies and enhance the long-term sustainability of this
evolving sector.

Reluctance to
dispatch

Developing standardised breeding objectives and improving
Information sources, will be crucial for ensuring the efficiency and

economic viability of DBX production. .
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