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- Mythbusting:
We don't need to
worry about farm
animal welfare
because they are just
used for food

Dr Susan Jarvis, Senior Lecturer in Animal Science
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The concept of animal

Concepts welfare includes...

Animals as Sentient beings

= Sentience is ‘being able to experience feelings’ Biological Emotional
functioning state

- Fe_elgngs can be positive (e.g. happy) or negative (e.g.

pain

Ability to
Questions: express normal
= How do we know if animals can experience feelings? P .
behaviours

= Does our use of animals affect their ability to experience wono

feelings? by
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Fraseretal, 1997
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How do we know if animals can experience
feelings?

Behavioural observation

= frequency or duration of behaviours can
be measured

= pbehavioural expression

Physiological indicators

= measurements of hormonal indicators of
stress

= changes in heart rate or blood pressure
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https://thrumyeye.deviantart.com/art/Levitating-Lamb-295014626
https://www.deviantart.com/thrumyeye/gallery
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://pixabay.com/photos/sheep-whey-kneel-down-mates-4039863/
https://pixabay.com/users/elsemargriet-1614842/
https://pixabay.com/service/license-summary/
https://pixabay.com/photos/ecg-electrocardiogram-medicine-2270728/
https://pixabay.com/users/stux-12364/
https://creativecommons.org/public-domain/cc0/

Does our use of animals affect their
ability to experience feelings?

"Cutie Our Pet Rat" by audreyjm529, CC BY .

Photo by Tibor Janosi Mozes, CCO

Photo by Wolfgang Vogt, CCO
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https://pixabay.com/photos/brown-rat-animal-rodent-rat-feed-2115585/
https://pixabay.com/users/wolfgangvogt_lb-4661554/
https://creativecommons.org/public-domain/cc0/
https://pixabay.com/photos/animal-mouse-experiment-laboratory-1554745/
https://pixabay.com/users/tiburi-2851152/
https://creativecommons.org/public-domain/cc0/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/98799884@N00/5066090319
https://www.flickr.com/photos/98799884@N00
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/?ref=openverse

Mythbusting

= Our main farmed species —
evidence that they are sentient

= Their biology doesn’t change
because we have chosen to
use animals in different ways

* Therefore we do have a duty of
care for the welfare of animals
farmed for food
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/usdagov/6354331371/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
https://pixabay.com/photos/piglet-piglet-barn-barn-4133939/
https://pixabay.com/users/ehrecke-5827864/
https://pixabay.com/service/license-summary/
https://pixabay.com/photos/agriculture-animal-countryside-2523/
https://pixabay.com/users/publicdomainpictures-14/
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/
https://pixabay.com/photos/cows-feed-wolf-down-farm-yard-552946/
https://pixabay.com/users/franzl34-594177/
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/
https://www.publicdomainpictures.net/en/view-image.php?image=310011&picture=cattle
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/

Thank you for listening

= If you want to find out how many animals
are produced for food in different parts of
the world you can find data here.

= Just change the ‘Item’ to different
species
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https://data.apps.fao.org/catalog/dataset/livestock-patterns-national-global-annual/resource/3c533093-ea11-40a9-9ade-dd5b2345e963
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Thank you

Dr Susan Jarvis
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